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PREDATION OF ADULT 3AND FLIES
(DIPTERA; PSYCHODIDAE) 1

Howarn AL Cozisressis avn Azimoes Henses 2

Records on the predation of adule phlebotamine
sanl flies have been wvery limited, and all definie
tive results have been derived from laboratory
studivs, In the Qld World, the geckn Tareniols
manresgnica, and the toad Bufe bufo pargerizans
have been seen to fred on sand Ries [Adler and
Theador, 1935; Feng and Chung, 1o40). Another
Old Warld record of adult sand fiy predation is
thar reposted by Schilze (19190, in which he
noted that engorged  Phledotomnr  peparan ap-
parently wery fod upon by a reduviid bug, Ploaria
domesaea. New Woell sand Ay predaors include
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the lizasdy Scefogrrns cooidentalis, Gerrbosotur
mivilticarifiatis and Pliryainsoma cororanwm {Cha-
niets, 10671, We have observed the pgecknos
Thecudactults rapieandes and Gosotodes abogn.
luris fuscees feed on Panamanian and fliss in the
labosatnry.  The tead, Bufe berewr Aelophilus,
alse was reported 10 fred on osund fies under
labozatory conditons in California (Anderson and
Apala, 19687,

We had the epporunity recently to ohserve
predation of sand flies in primary lorests near
the willages of Achiote and Quebrada  Bonita,
Colon Provinee, Panama.  Bleod-engorged  sand
flics were being collected from 3 herse used as
a bait animal shartly afier sunset, Sand flies are
net sieong fiers, These that were nor colleeted,
alzer having fed oa the horwe, escaped by making
short hopping fighes near che surface of the
forest Recr herer, A small ericker, Anaxiphs
gracdlis, agorewively preved an the blosd-ongorged
fies an the feaf litter, Also, this species of cricken
has Been seen actively and swcessshully fasaping
for flivs on the horse. The same cricket has been
culleetedd in castor wil traps, wsed for sand fly
collections,  bained  with  dogs  and  hamsters.
A, gracilis appears 10 be a very commaon ericket
in Parama and may contribute significantly to
sand y predation in natee,

AckowLrpaMENT. We are indebied 1o Ashley
B. Gurney for ke identificaion of Assxipha
iy,
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